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posed to urge a sufferer from trigeminal neuralgia to make a trial of medici¬ 
nal treatment. 

2. The advantage of using medicines systematically. Not only should 
the doses of any one remedy be administered regularly and in progressively 
increasing doses, but several remedies should be used in succession, so as to 
profoundly affect the system. Of the medicines applicable to the treatment 
of neuralgia, the following are those which I can recommend most highly: 
aconitia, arsenic, iodide of potassium, gelsemium, belladonna, quinia, mor¬ 
phia, galvanism, the actual cautery, Thompson’s solution of phosphorus. 

8. In the treatment of chronic neuralgia and of many neuroses, it is nec¬ 
essary to obtain the physiological effects of the drug employed, in order to 
do good. This principle of heroic medication is one which ensures success 
in seemingly desperate cases, and its execution requires the utmost watch¬ 
fulness on the part of the physician, and intelligence and faithfulness on 
the part of the patient and his attendants. Many unpleasant consequences 
of such treatment may be avoided if we at first give very small doses of the 
remedy, and then make a very progressive increase. The physiological 
effects are illustrated in the above cases; in the treatment of chorea by 
arsenic; of malarial affections by quinia; of spinal congestion and myelitis 
by belladonna; of syphilitic disease by mercury and iodide of potassium, 
etc., etc. 

Inasmuch as the good effects noted in cases 2 and 8 were obtained by the 
action of Duquesnel’s aconitia, it may not be amiBS to close this short commun¬ 
ication by quoting the conclusions of a report on aconitia, recently made to 
the N. Y. Therapeutical Society, by its committee on Neurotics.*. 

The chairman of this committee says: 

“From the above cases, the following conclusions may be justly drawn, I 
think: 

“ 1. The susceptibility of individuals to Duquesnel’s aconitia varies enor¬ 
mously; one individual in the series having been severely affected by 
grain, while another tolerated with no special symptoms ^ grain every three 
hours. On the average, distinct physiological and therapeutical effects were 
obtained by giving T ^, grain three times a day. 

“ 2. Out of six cases of severe trigeminal neuralgia, one, probably a reflex 
neuralgia from a decayed tooth, was not at all benefited. 

“ Three cases, epileptiform in character, were slightly or only temporarily 
relieved. Two cases were cured. One of these had existed for seven years, 
with an interruption of twenty months, procured by resection of the affected 
nerve. 

“ It would thus appear that, while we cannot indorse Prof. Gubler’s state¬ 
ment that Duquesnel’s aconitia never fails, we must recognize in it one of the 
most powerful and best agents for relieving and curing trigeminal neuralgia. 

“8. We do not as yet know the forms of trigeminal neuralgia which can 
be most influenced by aconitia.” 

Sthychnia. —Dr. R. Reared, in a paper read before the Medical Society 
of London, December 2, 1878 (Brit. Med. Jour ., Dec. 28) offers it as his 

• Tide ,V. 7. Medical Journal , Dec., 1878, p. 831. 
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opinion that a large class of cases of dyspepsia are due to nervous debility 
affecting the muscular apparatus of the stomach; indeed, he would divide 
all cases into those due to this cause and those owing to defective secretion. 
For this former class of cases he considers strychnia the foremost medicinal 
remedy; indeed, he says it is almost a specific for relaxation of the gastric 
muscular fibres. 


The Treatment op Basedow’s Disease. —Prof. Germain 8§e (La France 
Medicate, Nov. 13) states that the only treatment he has seen succeed in ex¬ 
ophthalmic goitre, is hydrotherapy combined with the administration of the 
tincture of veratrum viride. He says, “ If the opinion I have given rela¬ 
tively to the paralysis of the vagi as the mechanism of the palpitations be 
the more correct one, the palpitations ought to give way under the influence 
of veratrum viride; and this is the case, the action of veratrum viride is 
comparable to that of digitalis, without the inconvenience of increasing 
vascular pressure. I prescribe the tincture to the amount of ten, then 
twelve, and finally up to twenty drops a day, divided into three or four 
doses, and continue this medication for many weeks or montlis. I have 
seen definitely cured by this method, (1) a young woman who had presented 
the three characteristic symptoms since fifteen years, and who had given up 
all treatment for three years; (2) a young woman attacked at the age of 
seventeen with palpitations and hypertrophy of the thyroid gland; (3) a case 
of exophthalmus with palpitations.” 

Dr. See’s success with other methods has certainly been less than that of 
many others, and his wholesale skepticism ought not to be generally adopted 
by the profession. Almost every case of this disease iB a study in itself, and 
routine therapeutics should have no place in its management. 


Anesthetics. —At the meeting of the French Association for the 
Advancement of Sciences last year, M. Rabuteau read a paper on the action 
of ansBsthetics, the conclusions of which, as given in V Union MSdicale, 
Oct 15, are as follows: 

1. The ethers have an action on vegetable organisms destructive to life; 
but the germinative property is not destroyed, though germination may be 
a little retarded. 

2. The action of ether is different on cold and warm-blooded animals. If 
we put simultaneously under a bell glass a frog, a guinea-pig, and a sponge 
saturated with acetic ether, the guinea-pig survives, but the frog succumbs 
after a variable but always very short time. If we inject acetic ether under 
the skin of a guinea-pig there is no ansesthesia produced, but it occurs if we 
put him under a bell-glass. M. Rabuteau explains these facts as follows: 
the warm-blooded animal decomposes the ether while the frog does not; 
whence the division into two classes of the ethers: those that are modified 
in the organism and those that are not modified. It should be stated here, 
in passing, that white wine owes its heady properties to the ether it contains. 

8. There are some ethers, the trichloracetates, that have the property of 
suppressing the sensibility without abolishing motion. They may have per- 



